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August Chamber Coffee Host
The 2011 Henry County Fair was recognized by the
Tennessee Department of Agriculture and the Tennessee
Association of Fairs as the Champion AA Division Fair in the
State for 2011. The Fair was also recognized with the Merit
Award for outstanding achievement during the 2011 fair
season based on overall operations, educational value and
promotion of local interest in agriculture and community
spirit.
“Fairs are a tradition in the
agricultural
industry
and
showcase the best our farms
and communities have to
offer,” said TDA Commissioner
Julius Johnson. “Our Tennessee
fairs have a positive impact on
local economies as well as the
agriculture contributions and
education that they provide to visitors.”
We are proud to be the home of the 2012 State of Tennessee
Fairest of the Fair, Mary Kate Bell, daughter of Dale and
Connie Bell. Mary Kate does an excellent job of serving as
an ambassador for the Fair, 4-H, and Henry County.
Last year’s theme “The Henry County Fair…A Window to Our
Community” and the Champion AA Division award leads right
to this year’s theme “We’ve Got a Good Thing Growing”.
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Henry County Fair
Fair week is packed with many activities, repeats and
new, so pick up a fair book at one of our sponsors or
advertisers to see the schedule. As usual we will have our
dairy show, beef shows, Jr. Livestock day, tractor show,
horse & mull pull, adult & youth exhibits, the country ham
sale, pet show, farmer/cowboy Olympics, the demolition
derby and the BBQ Cook-off.
One highlight of the
week is the Friends on the Farm event on Saturday so
bring the kids out for fun
and education. Pay One
Price nights are back and
have been expanded this
year. How does this work?
There is no charge to get on
the fairgrounds until 5:30
p.m. on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday and
Saturday.
Beginning at
5:30 on those days the gate fee is $10 which will include
ALL ACTIVITES AND CARNIVAL RIDES. There is no gate
charge on Thursday with Carnival armbands being $15.
New events this year will include a Lego contest, hot
pepper eating, Tennessee Product contests, watermelon
eating and many more. The Chamber Coffee will be on
Wednesday August 8 so plan now to come on out.

SEE YOU AT THE FAIR!!!

August Calendar of Opportunity
August 1

Executive Committee

Chamber Office

8:00am

August 3

Board of Directors Retreat

PLSP

8:30am

August 3-11

Henry County Fair

HC Fairgrounds

August 7

Tourism Committee Meeting

Chamber Office

8:00am

August 8

Chamber Coffee

HC Fairgrounds (Enoch Building)

8:00am

August 10

HC Retiree Ice Cream Social

HC Fairgrounds (Enoch Building)

2:00pm

August 22

Executive Committee

Chamber Office

8:00am

August 29

Board of Directors

Chamber Office

8:00am
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The mission of the
Paris-Henry County
Chamber of Commerce
is to improve the economy
and quality of life in our
community.

President

JEFF SEATON

Hello Chamber of Commerce members. So much has happened since
my last newsletter I don’t know where to start. I will begin by saying that
by the time you read this newsletter the Chamber of Commerce Board will
have officially had their chamber retreat and the newest board members
will have taken their seats on the board of directors and the executive
board. We are very excited this year to add Emory Bradley (Farm Bureau),
Mandy Hamlin (Wofford Nursery), Jeff Morris (Local Dentist), Robert Newcomb (FirstBank),
and Terry Wimberly (BPU) to our board. As I stated at our chamber retreat, I am very excited
about the members we have on the chamber board of directors and the executive board for
the upcoming year. These boards consist of individuals who have experience, intelligence and
a strong desire to see the chamber move forward. It is very important to have the right people
in the right positions in our chamber if we want to take advantage of the opportunities that lay
ahead of us, however, it doesn’t stop there. Will Rogers once wrote, “Even if you’re on the right
track, you’ll get run over if you just sit there.” With the right people in the right positions we can
now focus on moving the chamber in the most effective and efficient manner.
One of the highlights of July is always the Chamber’s Kentucky Lake Fun Run. This year the
weather could not have been better and 445 players came out to join us in the event. I don’t
want to start thanking people individually because it would take up a lot of space and I would
surely forget someone. Let me just say that I greatly appreciate the help we received from all
of our volunteers, sponsors, marinas, State Park employees and everyone else that helped to
make this event the success that it was. I also want to thank all of the chamber members that
participated in the event as players. This is truly one of those good ideas that someone had
years ago that has blossomed into a great opportunity for the chamber to get involved with
the community and bring people out to the lake. Hint to those who have never worked a Fun
Run: Do yourself a favor and volunteer to help with this event next year. I will guarantee you
that nowhere else will you ever find that many different types of people, in that many types of
dress, and in so many different conditions. I promise you will learn a lot about your fellow man
/woman and will definitely be entertained.
Another change that has occurred since my last new letter is that Susie Umstead resigned
from her position as the Chamber’s Membership Services Coordinator. I have always enjoyed
working with Susie and want to take this opportunity to thank her for 6 years of service to the
chamber. She will be greatly missed and I wish her well in her future endeavors.
I would like to conclude my second newsletter as I did my first and will probably conclude
my remaining ten newsletters in the future. I want to challenge each of you to get involved
in our chamber. Give us your ideas, your support, your sponsorship, and/or your service on
committees or projects. By doing this you will be helping the chamber’s board of directors, the
executive board and your chamber president move this chamber successfully into the future.
The challenge is there; now let’s see who accepts that challenge, because together, we can
make a difference.

From The

Executive Director

JENNIFER WHEATLEY

I am so grateful to all the people and businesses that contributed to
the Kentucky Lake Water Fun Run this year. We dealt 445 poker hands and
Jeff Hernandez won $1000 with a straight flush. Let’s start with our resort
sponsors: Paris Landing State Park, Mansard Island, Pleasant View/Redneck
Island, Cypress Bay, Fat Daddy’s, Leatherwood, Buchanan Resort and the
Breakers.
Next we have our t-shirt sponsors: Paris Landing State Park, Fish Tale
Lodge, the Loft and Lakeway IGA. We had two pontoons prowling this year, belonging to Jeff
Seaton and sponsored by Meo Mio’s, and the Dr. Jeff and Jennifer Morris crew. Cypress Springs
Resort added a dockside lunch service, Commercial Bank gave away beach balls and we had
other goody bag items from McDonald’s, Meo Mio’s, White and Associates and Lakeway IGA.
Staffing included Paul Mathenia and crew; Michele Atkins and crew; Arthur and Mary
Lodge; Sallie Ann Atkins; Vickey Roberts; Dale and Sue Quinn; Ernie and Kenitha Ferguson;
Daniel, Jennifer and Lauren Hayden; Craig and Shelli Perry; Dola Beaty; Keith Webb; Carla
Stepp; Tony Lawrence; Terry Wimberley, Karen Greer and crew; Mayor Sam Tharpe; Charles
Snow; Andrew Wheatley; Connie McSwain; Catherina Bazar; Sharon Seaton; Donya Snow;
Susan Hayes; Andrea Lamb; Stacia Puckett; Linda Zanaty, Bobby and Ramay Winchester;
Mark and Rosie Johnson; Galia Greer; Anne Cullen and Sarah Hailey Cullen; Loria Plunk; John
Wambles, Butch Powers; Al Eddelman; and Gary McEntire and the awesome setup staff at
Paris Landing State Park, along with Joan Williams, Rob Markum and the rangers and marina
staff; the Henry County Sheriff’s Department; and our billboard sponsor, FirstBank. Check out
the photos!

2012 KENTUCKY LAKE WATER FUN RUN

A crowd began to gather around 3 pm.

Mark Johnson, showing off the 2012 t-shirt
sponsors, is our long-time keeper of the
leader board.

Mayor Sam Tharpe and Rosie Johnson,
Security Bank, welcome players to the
Water Run.

Galia Greer, Chamber staff, Loria Plunk,
Arrowhead Home Sales, and John
Wambles, The Peddler, were part of the
crew which dealt 445 poker hands.

Mayor Sam Tharpe chats with Tourism
Committee Chairman Tony Lawrence,City
of Paris.

Jeff Hernandez won $1000 for a straight
flush. He is pictured with Chamber
President Jeff Seaton.

Perk Up
Paris!
HENRY COUNTY FAIR
Henry County Fairgrounds
Enoch Building
Wednesday, August 8, 2012
8:00 am - 9:00 am

“A Premium Blend”

Clip and post after reading the Chamber News.

Welcome
New Members!
NEW MEMBERS
CYPRESS SPRINGS RESORT LLC
2740 CYPRESS TRAIL
NEW CONCORD, KY 42076
270.436.5496
ST JOHN’S COMMUNITY
SERVICES – CDS
455 HANNINGS LANE
MARTIN, TN 38237
R.E.A.L. HOPE
YOUTH CENTER
PO BOX 283
PARIS TN 38242
731.644.1089
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