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Loden Vision Centers, well known in Nashville for providing quality eye care in Tennessee for decades, is pleased to offer the same outstanding 
patient care in Paris.  Thomas Bailey, M.D.  has recently joined the practice and is the first full-time ophthalmologist living and practicing in Paris 
in over a decade, bringing years of surgical experience, impeccable credentials and quality ophthalmic care to the community.  The Loden Vision 
team has helped restore better vision to thousands of satisfied patients.

Dr. Bailey, Board Certified Ophthalmologist, received his Bachelor of Science degree from the U.S. Air Force Academy and his Doctor of Medicine 
degree from Georgetown University School of Medicine.  Dr. Bailey specializes in the most advanced cataract and LASIK technology available today.  

March Chamber Coffee Host
Loden Vision Centers

March 14 Leadership (History/Arts Session) Chamber Office 8:00 am

March 16 Ribbon Cutting AP Dog Park 10:00 am

March 19 Executive Committee Chamber Office 3:30 pm

March 22 Board of Directors Chamber Office 8:00 am

March 27 Chamber Coffee Loden Vision Center (1024 Kelley Drive) 8:00 am - 9:00 am

March 28 Wimberley-Lawson Seminars  9:00 am - 12:00 pm

March 31 Ribbon Cutting Fish Fry Headquarters (E. Wood Street) 10:00 am

Dr. Bailey joins David Carrico, O.D., Board Certified Optometrist, who has been Clinical Director of the Paris location for over 24 years.  Dr. Carrico 
has extensive experience in anterior segment, glaucoma and retinal disorders.  He specializes in the management of ocular disease and works 
closely with other optometrists in the community to help ensure patients receive the highest quality care and treatment. 

The Loden team is pleased to offer Cataract Surgery with advanced Lifestyle IOL’s, providing patients with exciting options for better vision.  This 
advanced technology not only eliminates cataracts, but  also reduces dependence on glasses and contact lenses and offers better vision at a 
variety of distances.

Dr. Bailey and the Loden team are also well known for iLASIK, an all-laser vision correction procedure that is 100% customized for outstanding 
visual results.  This remarkable procedure can help those who are nearsighted, farsighted or have astigmatism.

The Paris location continues with the Loden legacy, providing excellence in eye care since 1968.  Loden Vision Centers has 5 convenient 
locations across greater Tennessee.  Our Paris location is at 1024 Kelley Drive, Paris.  For more information, or to schedule an appointment for 
a FREE Cataract or iLASIK Consultation, please call us at (731) 642-5003.

Dr. Thomas Bailey, M.D.Dr. David Carrico, O.D.
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community.

Nothing makes us appreciate what we have like seeing it through a 
newcomer’s eyes. Gary McEntire, Paris Landing State Park, and a group of 
tourism professionals from Western Kentucky and West Tennessee had 
the opportunity recently to play host for a familiarization tour for tour bus 
operators. We had to know not only how wide the entrance to a particular 
attraction is, but if any limbs were low-hanging. How many miles from 
here to there? Will we need a bathroom break? If we go there, how many stalls are in each 
bathroom? We were surprised by questions about how to adapt local attractions to meet 
educational requirements for different grade levels in different states.

Our guests taught us far more than we showed or told them. We learned that we are a 
viable regional destination for group tours. We have good food, good accommodations and 
friendly folks, but that wasn’t the real lesson.  We were praised for things we weren’t even 
trying to sell, like saying good things about our neighboring communities and being willing to 
say when we didn’t have the answers.

Lots of partners are necessary to execute a visit like this, but the staff at Paris Landing State 
Park, Norma Steele at the Paris-Henry County Heritage Center and Lisa, Diana and Shayna 
at Paris Winery truly went above and beyond. Susie Umstead, the Chamber’s membership 
services coordinator, as always, kept everything on track at the office.

Our Chamber Coffee at Merison’s was well-attended and the venue where our friends 
at Sally Lanes announced the re-opening of the pink house on Highway 79 for the summer. 
Thanks to Tim Boyd, Mike Key and Susan Jones for having us at Merison’s and to Sally Lanes 
for sharing the welcome news! Three new members were also announced at the Coffee, all 
recent graduates of Small Business Basics. Welcome to the Paris-Henry County Chamber of 
Commerce.

Thank you to all of our members, for supporting us with your time, talent and resources. 
You are our purpose and we appreciate you.

Once upon a time ……. Everyone loves a good fairy tale.  When my first 
son was born I loved to read to him.  As he grew older I made up stories 
to tell him before bedtime.  I’m still doing that with my second son.  Most 
of those stories begin with “Once upon a time.”  And just as in fairy tales 
my stories most often have a happy ending.  Wouldn’t it be nice if life was 
really that way?  Unfortunately, not all of life’s stories have a happy ending.  
Sometimes things happen that disrupt the happy endings such as sickness, death, or a sour 
economy.

One thing that any chamber hates to see is a small business failure.  The statistics for this 
can be daunting.  According to the SBA nearly half of all small businesses fail within the first 
five years of operation.  In 2011 Tennessee had the fourth highest small business failure in the 
nation.  What’s even worse is that Tennessee has ranked near the top in small business failure 
rates over the last five years.  Sorta makes you wonder why anyone would even want to own 
a small business, much less start a new one.  

The Chamber’s Small Business Basics class started in January with 33 participants and in 
February all 33 participants graduated.  That’s a pretty good statistic.  What if each of these 33 
participants created one additional job in Henry County?  That would be a pretty good statistic 
too. 

The Paris Henry County Chamber of Commerce wants to help small businesses prosper.  
Small Business Basics is just one way we can help.  The Chamber does not hold all the solutions 
for success or failure, but hopefully, we can fill a hole in your road to success.  If you feel that 
you are in need of some help or have some questions, please consider giving Jennifer, Galia 
or Susie a call.  If they can’t help you out then they can surely point you in the right direction 
to someone who can.

WAYNE “BUTCH” POWERS

JENNIFER WHEATLEY



Ideas for growIng your busIness
For those of you who have already successfully started a business and are ready to take the next step, 
you may be wondering what you can do to help your business grow. There are many ways to do this, 10 
of which are outlined below. Choosing the proper one (or ones) for your business will depend on the 
type of business you own, your available resources, and how much money, time and resources you’re 
willing to invest all over again. If you’re ready to grow, take a look at these tips.

1. Open another location. This is often the first way business owners approach growth. If you feel con-
fident that your current business location is under control, consider expanding by opening a new loca-
tion.

2. Offer your business as a franchise or business opportunity. Franchising your business will allow 
for growth without requiring you to manage the new location. This will help to maximize the time you 
spend improving your business in other ways, too.

3. License your product. This can be an effective, low-cost growth medium, particularly if you have a 
service product or branded product. Licensing also minimizes your risk and is low cost in comparison to 
the price of starting your own company to produce and sell your brand or product. To find a licensing 
partner, start by researching companies that provide products or services similar to yours.

4. Form an alliance. Aligning yourself with a similar type of business can be a powerful way to expand 
quickly.

5. Diversify. Diversifying is an excellent strategy for growth, because it allows you to have multiple 
streams of income that can often fill seasonal voids and, of course, increase sales and profit margins. 
Here are a few of the most common ways to diversify:
	 •	Sell	complementary	products	or	services
	 •	Teach	adult	education	or	other	types	of	classes
	 •	Import	or	export	yours	or	others’	products
	 •	Become	a	paid	speaker	or	columnist

6. Target other markets. Your current market is serving you well. Are there others? Probably. Use your 
imagination to determine what other markets could use your product.

7. Win a government contract. One of the best ways to grow your business is to win business from the 
government. Work with your local SBA and Small Business Development Center to help you determine 
the types of contracts available to you.

8. Merge with or acquire another business. Two is always bigger than one. Investigate companies that 
are similar to yours, or that have offerings that are complementary to yours, and consider the benefits of 
combining forces or acquiring the company.

9. Expand globally. To do this, you’ll need a foreign distributor who can carry your product and resell it 
in their domestic markets. You can locate foreign distributors by scouring your city or state for a foreign 
company with a U.S. representative.

10. Expand to the Internet. Very often, customers discover a business through an online search engine. 
Be sure that your business has an online presence in order to maximize your exposure.
Source: Small Business Administration



Perk Up 
Paris!

Loden VIsIon Center
1024 Kelley Drive
Paris, TN 38242
Tuesday , March 27, 2012
8:00 am - 9:00 am

“A Premium Blend”
Clip and post after reading the Chamber News.
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Interested In 
Joining?

Stop by our office, visit us 
online, or call!

 2508 E. Wood St.
Paris, TN 38242

Website
www.paristnchamber.com

Phone:
(731) 642-3431



Paris-Henry County CHamber of CommerCe

membership appreCiatioN
Golf tourNameNt

— Official Entry fOrm —
List of Players Participating

1. _____________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________

4. _____________________________________________________

Contact Person  ___________________________________________

Phone #  ________________________________________________

Team Sponsored by _________________________________________

Deadline for registration
is Monday, April 19, 2012

Please make all checks payable to:

Paris-Henry County 
CHamber of CommerCe 

2508 East Wood Street
 Paris, TN 38242

$250 for Chamber members
($62.50 each person) per team

Paris-Henry County Chamber of Commerce

membership appreCiatioN
Golf tourNameNt

friday, april 13, 2012 • thE tEnnEssEan

tHis is a four-Person sCramble golf tournament                           
11am Lunch prepared by Gayle Griffith • Shot gun start at 12:30pm

For more information, contact the Chamber office at 642-3431.

Sponsored By:Joe Mahan Ford, Premier Nissan, and Peppers

$300 for non-Chamber members
($75.00 each person) per team

* Price includes golf fees, cart, and lunch *

tEam prizEs
1st Place - $600 •  2nd Place - $300

10th Place - $200 • 20th Place* - $200
*Based on over 20 teams

individual prizEs
Longest Drive • Closest to the Pin

tOurnamEnt spOnsOrs

Hole-In-One
VEHICLE

GIVE
AWAY!
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CHaMber HappenIngs

Vicki Boyd, Laura Dougherty, and Michele Atkins have a 
good visit at the February Chamber Coffee at Merison’s.

The Helping Hands Radio auction could not happen 
without all the volunteers.

Small Business Basics 2012 met for a final session with 
returning faculty.


